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Federal Election Commilssion
999 € Street, N\W

Washington, DC 20463 S

To: Federal Elections Commission, General Counsel’s Office
From: Jama4 Sleplem; Remaccl for Cairgrass
Date: Novanbr 19, 2612

Re: Frivolous complaint filed by Chris Redfern of the Ohio.-Demacratic Party against the Renacci for
Congress Campaign. MURK 6679

On November 7, 2012, our campaign received a copy.of a complaint filed by Ohio Democratic Party
Chalrman, Chris Redfern, alleging a violation of the Federal Election Campalgn.Act of 1971. Specifically,
the.complaint alleges that.our campaign engaged In illegal-advertising:coordination with a.third party.
orgamization (the Congressional Leadership Fund). The alisgation is pateritly false, and for the reasons
set forth below, the mattershould be dismissed.

in the complaint, Mz, Redfern claims that ur campaign “carnicalesl $858,000 of breadcast. advertising” In
theclosing days of the election, despite having “amiple monéy on hand”, and:relles on those assertions
as a central crux of the coordination.allegation. The complalnt points.to. spendlng by an-outside-group,
the Congressional Leadership Fund, during the period that Redfern alleges our campalgn cancelied
$850,000 in advertising, as “proof” of coordination.

The fgcts, set forth below, shew that mstonly s the dllegation of coisrdihation enthrely faise, butthe
underlying factual amertions made in suppurt uf tha allegation: any also untrue:

THE FACTS

In Aprll of 2012, the Renaccl campalgn made Its initlal reservation.of broadcast advenislng time In the
Cleveland media market for the 2012 general election. The Initial reservation covered the final four
weeks of the campalgn.cycle and was simply a reservation of broadcast telgvision points, not an-actual
purchese of advertisipgime. Due.to the heavy presence each of the. pmldﬁﬂal campaigns occupied in
the Cleveland media market beginning earlyIn 2012, thie Inventory for advertlslnk Inthit medla mairket
was rajidly:disappeeriisg, wiith is why the cempaign.optud o cuourve-aduentisling uivee at arch wn astly:
dite—mith the full amiarstanding ttatthe denisisn on @ayr and whan to:uir thase pints would be
subjee? 1 change as tha election anproachud.
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In August of 2012; as the alrwaves in Cleveland: bécame rmore cluttered, our campaign.made a.strategic
decision to aif advertisesnents earlier than wé: himd initially mlcipaued. As the nelwovk mouls Indim:e
(see aachinmant); wa bagan akving Sromtivast sdsion ANgi : ; "

betwien that palra:and Electisn Dy, Consequanti, m
reseived far the finid seseks: of the campaign waere. pul

it Wi hfad‘mmany
yreha ing:alr time in

Augpast. In total, the flendeci campalgh apgit $1.46 million on television advertising from August 27
thraugh Electian Day—maintaining a.staady prasence on the sinvaves throughaut that entire period,
regardiess of and entirely independent from any other groups.or.organizations that opted to run ads
during that.time.

The complaint erronecwualy alieges thait the Renacci campaign cancelled $850; 000 In:broadcast
advertising in the final two weeks.of the.campaign, which i§ a complete fallacy, At:no point-had the
canguign eviin resserved $850,0C40 In ardvirtising for the final twio-wedics., Thé:Iahial adveitising
reasrvation; placed in Anrit of 2012, raserved appiroximatily. $900,008 warth af ad time, sprend-averthe
final four waeks.of the campaign: The Initial reservation for the final two waeks amountad:to
approximataly $450,000-$500,000; not $850;000. And:as is:detalled above, the initial reservation was
later spread oiit over'a much longer period of time.: Consequentlv, the canipaigh ran féwer points-on
broadcast.over the final:weeks of the campaign-than.we had initlially reserved:in April of 2012,.as we:
were operating with finite-resources and siniply:chose to:spread those resources cut:over a longer
adienlsmg eAndow. I the end, the campalgn spent approxinuitety $100,000.0n télavision during the
final'twe venaits, tis srppod tothe S45(L8aD-3500,000 misally resbivid; adecision bavad dolaly om the
amonnt of msntien we had latt to eptend.

The other false assartion on which the coordiration allegation is basad:Is thet 6ur campaign had
(imitieiss resources that we simply chose not to spend during the closing:days of the-campaign. Mr.
Redfern alleges that our campaign had “ample money-on: ‘hand” duripg the final two weeks of the
campalgn, and therefore our decision-notto spend that money Is.evidence of cdordination with an
outside growp: Guhat:Mv. Readtemn fails ta pronitede I sevy-telldanté of thie“ample moziey® he referances
in the mmplaint— and ha Is inehik tu do. st baodives, as one:FEC repit will ditiil; the fueds ha custs:
wild allegstions aboat simply navar existec.

As was stated above; our campalgn mada a strategic decision to spend our résources earller and'spread
them out over an extended period of time, rather thin concentrating Gur advertising In the final weeks'
of the election. Consequently, the campaign had spent.nearly all. of ar resour:ec'-bv the dfuse of the
eiéction and th emii reserves Mr: Redfern.cines simply never exlsted; Infac enacci himself had
to loan the campaign $100,000 in the closing days to-finance. our-final iroadcast-television buy—a buy
that Mr. Redfern-also seems to-deny ever securred.
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N\~ = Insummary, the absurd allegation made in this camplaint should baseen forwhatit is—a wild a
desperate paitionl stunt in the Lieding days:of a campaign thitls devold.of any merit or trath, Nt oy
Is whe prucitiie wilegetion-of cooniination complenély flsic—aur sempuign never eonrdinated witoany
oussiife groun at amy Bme, but the underlving assertions rngarding aur cameslgn's advsetising punchanes
anal findincial positism la the final witkiis of tha race ara-alee ‘entirely inaccurate.

Perhaps the.most astonishing element of thils politically motivated, baseless complaint:ls that the Sutton
for Cangress campaigh, on whase bahalf the comiplaint was filed; engaged In precisaly the same type of
behavlor the complaint cites:as.evidence of coordination. Ratherthan malmlnlnga prolonged: and
constant presence on television, the Sutton campalgn made the unususl décislonto run no television
advertiting at all untll Octobier, after earlyvoting had:already begun. However, in‘the:préceding months.
of Sepeamber ared Mugust, sutside groups supportive of the Sutttn campaign spewt heavily on Cleveland
teiovielbn, funnleg stcack ads wgamist JimBariacel: tt wids not-inhtli these groups.compieted thelr
adwertising buys thet the Sutton canapalgn began.alfifig their ewn ads—a-nous that:certalidy. jives the
agmearance of the:sime typn of caardinathon that the compiaing:falzaly allages the Renaccl campalan to
have engaaedin. Therefore, if an inquiry into coordination-in the rage-for Congress in Ohlo’s 16™
district is warranted, the appropriate target of that linsjulry wollld be the Siitton for Congress campaign,
not the Renaccl campalgn.
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